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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ArTTmvr 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 



Dear Sir: 

I» response «, die Office Acd™ daKd October 7. 2003, a.e followtoj ,«„ark, ans ,ubm,w. 
To confinn r»«„ oonve^attes .b„». this application b«w«n <1« undersigned aod the Ot^ip 
Dit^o,, Ms. Foortno, and the So,«:vi.oty Prinaty E«n,iner. Ms. Vu. fonnerly i, ch„ge of mis at, unit, 
Ms. Pot^tino agreed that reopening pros«,u,i«, twice in succession on new Secdon .03 ground, for .JecMon 
« Of wi^ch ^ different ^„ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

was apparent,, „s,«, wit» following „p. she did «. hy agt^in,,,,, i„dep.K,e„t claims J »,d „ appear 
.0 b. patentable over the latest batch of „ferences ,.i„g applied, and asked d»t remarks about ^ 
~i„ Of caitn 1 n.de informally now be „^e of record, and that she be Icep, In d,e loop 

on subsetiuem acUon by tho examiner. Accordingly, herewith the bUowing. 

m .ooKing at the re(«*on of clain, I . it is unclear that the con*,na,ion o, Char, with Isip would 
result ,„ Cain, much less that the conthlnado. is suggested. As ,he e>tanuncr notes. ,sip is directed to a 
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software layer (the "Check utili^") that en.sures referential incegr.ty of homogenous links in a RDBMS. but 
not heterogenous links a. clain^ed. Carhart is nsed for searching heterogenous RDBMS, but Carhart has 
nothing to do With referential in^grity - doesn't even mention it, or the worxl "constraint", or the phrase 
-heterogenous link". So, (1) con,bining Carhart with Isip would still result in Isip's homogenous link-only 
referential constraint checking, with the added utility of Carhart's Sean* capability over several heterogenous 
RDBMS. but there wouldn't be any referential constraint cl^ecking for heterogenous links since neither 
reference has it; and (2) *ere appears to be no reason in Isip to use a search reference like Carhart. nor does 
there appear to be a reason in Carhart to incorporate it in a reference like Isip which evidently has little or 
nothing to do with searching over multiple RDBMS. 

Thus, the problem with the preferred reason in the Office Action to combine the two references is 
laid ba,^. Specifically, the profcrred reason to combine Carhart witi, Isip - to "provide referential integrity 
for heterogenous links, [since] in order to manage.. heterogenous databases, database tables should be linked 
together...as if data came from a homogenous database" is (1) without d.e requisite prior art citation of 
-pport, and as importantly. (2) assumes that the combination of Carhart with Isip in fact would provide 
referential integrity for heterogenous links, when in fact a. shown above U .ouU not. A rejection ba.ed on 
a technical misunderstanding of the teachmgs of the refe^nces and moreover ungrounded from the legal 
requirements for properly making t^prima facie case of obviousness cannot stand. 
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Respectfully submitted. 



JLR:jg 



John ff, Rogitz 
Registration No. 33,549 
Attorney of Record 
750 B Street, Suite 3120 
San Diego, CA 92101 
Telephone: (619) 338-8075 
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